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Synopsis

Theorizes the disruptions precipitated by corporate agricultural biotechnology in Mexican cultural

politics.
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Customer Reviews

Disrupting Maize offers a detailed and innovative examination of the ways in which food both
becomes heritage and a focus of political activism. In 2010, Mexican cuisine was added to
UNESCO&#39;s list of intangible cultural heritage. MAfA©ndez Cota maps the complex and
dynamic field of dissent and disagreements that challenged the nationalizing narrative represented
by the listing. In doing so, she argues that diversity and dissent is an ongoing and integral aspect of
intangible heritage. In illustrating the ways in which intangible heritage interconnects with disputes
over knowledge production and biotechnological developments and applications the book provides
a rare and sophisticated glimpse into the political and cultural complexity of &#39;living
heritageA¢a -a,¢. (Laurajane Smith, Professor of Archaeology and Anthroplogy, Australian
National University)Contamination is present in all sovereignty and identity is always necessarily
transgenic. In the maize wars nationalist desire crosses biotechnical critique on its way to a posited
refoundation that cannot know its limits and confuses its core. This fascinating book disrupts
biological disruption itself while refusing to give in to endemic cultural moralisms. Its wager for

democracy actively dislocates the compromised nostalgia of some emancipatory narratives while



resisting the calculation of the future. (Alberto Moreiras, Professor of Hispanic Studies, Texas A&M

University)

Gabriela MAfA©ndez Cota is a post-doctoral researcher at Universidad Autonoma
Metropolitana-Unidad Cuajimalpa.
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